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Paper Monuments


The artist Christian Boltanski has suggested that a monument should be made of something "fragile, that would not last, like paper," so that it would have to be "constantly tended, looked after and rebuilt."  He states," ... we would have to physically act to remember and keep remembering."  

 

Create a paper replica of the Twin Towers by cutting, folding, and using tab and slot construction. By linking the physical act of making to personal memory, the creation of these small paper monuments will bring attention to the fragile nature of our memories, collective identity, and structures around us.  

 

Each participant will be invited to not only construct this small piece, but to do as they please with it once it’s built, and then leave it behind.  A list of suggested actions will include: smash it, tear it apart and keep a small torn piece with you, add it lovingly to the accumulating pile, shred it.  In this act, participants will be responsible for the creation and destruction of each small tower they create.  The created and destroyed memorials will accumulate into a mass that creates a collective memorial based on the actions of every participant throughout the day.  This piece references not only the papers from the Towers that flew around and encircled lower Manhattan on 9-11, but also the handmade paper signs created by loved ones in search of the missing in the days after September 11th. The antithesis to "rebuilding," my wish for this artwork is for every participant to feel empowered by the act of creation as well as destruction.  
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